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     March 13, 2020. 6 PM. 
Teachers, students, and 
parents alike had received 
an email announcing the 
closure of schools. Starting 
on March 16th of 2020, the 
Fremont Unified School 
District implemented the 
decision to close schools 
to prevent the possible 
spreading of COVID-19, 
commonly referred to as 
Coronavirus. The pend-
ing return date was March 
30th. Alongside this, social 
gatherings of any kind were 
discouraged, and a mini-
mum distance of six feet 
was to be maintained.

     In the beginning, Amer-
ican High students rejoiced 
over this. In a month con-
sisting of few holidays and 
breaks, a two-week break 
was welcome. However, 
this wasn’t a break. Far from 
it, in fact. Instead, you were 
to continue your education 
at your home, relying on 
your schoolloop updates 
and your loopmail notifica-
tions. Within the two days 
between Friday and the 
coming Monday, teachers 
had to figure out how to al-
ter their agendas and move 
the necessary content on-
line. In the meantime, ad-
ministrators dedicated ef-
forts to ensure the complete 

Michelle Lee
Editor-in-Chief

Error: A Virus Has Been Detected
Coronavirus’ impact on our community and our response toward it

sanitization of the school 
campus. Students were giv-
en specific time windows to 
stop by campus and quickly 
grab any supplies that they 
needed.
     Little by little, assign-
ment by assignment, 
schoolwork began to flood 
in. Schoolloop, Turnitin, 
Google Classroom, and 
other messaging apps were 
relied upon to inform stu-
dents and receive work. 
Another app and website 
rising in popularity (and 
usefulness!) was Zoom. By 
sending out a code to their 
classes, teachers could hold 
video sessions about any-
thing from chapter reviews 

to Q&A meetings–even 
friendly little check-ins. 
You could even play around 
with your camera and 
change your background, 
but that’s beside the point. 
As homework accumulates, 
students find themselves 
admitting how they want 
to go back to school. It’s 
strange how much time we 
spent complaining about 
school and never stopped 
to consider what we liked 
about it. Sure, we received 
a lot of homework and 
crammed for tests, but we 
could do so with friends 
and teachers by our sides. 
     It’s unfortunate how 
many school events were 
canceled by the closure. 
Springfest with its dress-up 
days. Battle of the Bands 
boasting some of American 
High’s musically talented 
students. The Spring mu-
sical, Freaky Friday, where 
cast and crew alike worked 
to please their future audi-
ences. The Week of Service 
and the collaboration of 
the many service clubs. The 
Art Show and its master-
pieces. Even the Language 
Day Study Trip that brings 
different cultures into one 
area. The fate of prom is 
pending, as well as the se-
niors’ Grad Nite and gradu-
ation ceremony that they’ve 
waited four years for. Even 
with all these losses though, 
it’s important to remember 
why we’ve lost them. A pan-
demic is definitely no joke 
(contrary to the memes be-
ing made), and some peo-
ple are more at risk for con-
tracting it than others. 
     In light of the current 
situation, the district and 
our community have been 
trying to ensure that every 
student is accommodat-
ed and provided with as 
much assistance as need 
be. For those who relied 
on school lunches, specific 
locations were listed that 
were providing meals, with 

some being Suju’s Coffee 
and Subway. In the first 
week of closure, Chrome-
books were checked out 
to students who needed 
them. Free access to JLG 
Digital, an online reading 
platform with ebooks, was 
announced. For seniors 
who haven’t reached their 
required forty hours of ser-
vice-learning hours, those 
hours have been waived 
due to the ongoing shelter-
in-place. Lastly, AP exams 
were a huge topic of con-
cern, especially considering 
how we’ve already paid to 
take them in May and how 
they transfer into college 
credits. College Board re-
cently stated that AP exams 
will take place online with 
a 45-minute time limit for 
free-response questions. 
Exams will be given on 
two different days depend-
ing on whether the student 
wants to test earlier or lat-
er. Regarding the SAT, the 
March SAT make-ups and 
the upcoming May exam 
have been canceled. The 
June exam is still in place 
for now until further an-
nouncements. (Don’t wor-
ry, Juniors. You’ve still got 
time!)
     As of now, the return 
date and end of school clo-
sure for April 6th, previ-
ously March 30th, has been 
pushed to the beginning 
of May on May 4th. With 
this extra month added on, 
make sure you all take care 
of yourselves and your fam-
ily members. Push through 
school work, but don’t for-
get to give yourselves a 
break. Keep in contact with 
friends and relatives, and 
reach out to classmates and 
teachers for information 
regarding your classes. The 
counselors are also open to 
emails and scheduling on-
line appointments.
     All in all, stay safe and 

healthy. 

     Oftentimes, when you 
walk around on cam-
pus, you may see what 
looks like a police officer 
around. What’s the story 
behind having officers on 
campus?  
     “It's really not a differ-
ential. It's just a scale of 
what I do. I'm pretty much 
doing almost the same 

stuff I would do on the 
street, only I’m at school. 
There's more personal 
contact, but ultimately my 
goals [are to] ensure safety 
on campus, enforce laws 
when they need to be en-
forced, and be a resource," 
says Officer Candler, an 
officer who works on the 
AHS campus. “The only 
difference is you have to 
know more about certain 

laws because things are 
different dealing with kids 
than adults, so you just 
have to be well-versed in 
that.”
     Beyond that, there are 
also a number of things 
that officers need to 
adapt to in a high school 
environment due to the 
fact that they handle 
high-schoolers and not 

What’s With the Police 
Officer on Campus?

How do Student Resource Officers help contribute to security 
on campus?

Shreya Daschoudhary
Staff Writer

continued on page 3

Officer Candler, AHS’s 
SRO, works with stu-
dents on campus and 
tackles issues ranging 
from drug and alcohol 
possession to full-on 
fights. “I think [this 
job] just helps you 
grow, as a person,” says 
Officer Candler. “It 
helps me learn more 
stuff.” 
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We at the Eagle Era strive 
to be a reliable and compel-
ling source of news for the 
members of the American 
High School community. 
We are dedicated to regular-
ly providing students, staff, 
and the community beyond 
with newsworthy informa-
tion accurately, truthfully, 
and objectively through 
printed issues, online 
articles, and social media 
posts. We hope to include 
a diverse range of content 
that impacts the readers of 
the Eagle Era in a unique 
yet creative manner. As a 
student-run newspaper, we 
aim not to reflect the values, 
interests, and ideas of the 
staff alone, but of the AHS 
community as a whole. 

Our Mission Statement

Eagle Era
Dear Eagles,
     How are you all doing? 
I hope everyone is staying 
safe, healthy, and happy 
with their families at home 
as we all adjust to this pe-
riod of social distancing 
and quarantine due to 
COVID-19. This is a diffi-
cult time for everyone, but 
I’m grateful to see that the 
American community has 
been able to come togeth-
er in various ways to sup-
port each other during this 
time. 
     Unfortunately, the rap-
id spread of COVID-19 
has caused many chang-
es as we temporarily push 
the pause button on our 
lives. Perhaps the biggest 
part of this is the fact that 
school has been closed un-
til at least April 7th (as of 
the time of writing.) This 
means that events that Ea-
gles were highly anticipat-
ing, from Springfest to the 

Art Show, have been post-
poned. However, in order 
to showcase the effort that 
has gone into planning 
these events, we have in-
cluded features on the pro-
cess behind these events in 
this issue. 
     This is also a disappoint-
ing time for seniors, as 
many events that we have 
been looking forward to 
throughout high school 
are now up in the air. Most 
colleges have already can-
celled their open house 
events, and many high 
schools in the country have 
cancelled proms and grad-
uations. For juniors, SAT 
and ACT exams are be-
ing cancelled, and the AP 
program is going through 
drastic changes to its test-
ing policy. I think it’s worth 
noting that it’s okay to feel 
disappointed over these 
cancellations. Yes, we are 

extremely lucky to not be 
afflicted with the virus, and 
it’s important to recognize 
that, but disappointment 
over things you’ve been an-
ticipating for a long time is 
also valid.
     One thing to keep in 
mind during this time is 
to be considerate of others 
in the community, espe-
cially those who are in dif-
ferent situations than you. 
We may be young and less 
susceptible to the deadlier 
effects of this virus, but it 
is our responsibility to stay 
home as much as possible 
in order to prevent con-
tributing to the further 
spread of the virus. In ad-
dition, please, please re-
frain from panic buying. It 
is important to be mindful 
that not everyone is able to 
stock up on weeks of es-
sential items, and hoarding 
these products is extremely 

detrimental to those who 
are then unable to access 
things that they need in 
their everyday lives.
     Lastly, despite the name, 
social distancing doesn’t 
mean you can’t be con-
nected with your friends 
and people you care about! 
Now, more than ever, we 
have so many tools at our 
disposal to keep in touch 
with loved ones as we all 
tough out this pandem-
ic. From video calling to 
social media, there are so 
many ways to stay socially 
connected.
     Please take care of your-
selves and your families as 
we wait for this situation to 
lessen in severity! Wishing 
you the best from all of us 
here at the Eagle Era.

Best,
Annie Liu
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Letter From the Editor

     On February 9th, 2020, 
Bong Joon Ho’s critically 
acclaimed Parasite, narrat-
ed in Korean, became the 
first foreign-language film 
to win Best Picture at the 
Oscars. The hashtag #Os-
carsSoWhite was no lon-
ger, and diehard fans of the 
film across the nation cel-
ebrated the historic win. 
For Asian-Americans, this 
was just one of many vic-
tories they had gained in 
recent years regarding rep-
resentation, with success-
ful K-pop acts such as BTS 
and Blackpink thriving in 
the American market. 
     Jennifer Lee (9), who 
was born and raised in the 
U.S. to South Korean par-
ents, sees a big difference 
in representation com-
pared to when she was a 
child.
     “When I was younger, 
not a lot of people knew 
much about Korea, so it 
was just like, whatever. But 
now if I say I'm Korean, 
people are like, ‘Oh! You’re 
Korean? That’s so cool!’ . . . 
When I would bring [eth-
nic food] for lunch, it was 
kind of out of the ordinary 
because most of my school 
wasn’t Asian. But now it's 

more comfortable. They’re 
like, ‘Oh, kimchi! I know 
that.’”
     Even if they aren’t Ko-
rean themselves, many 
Asian-Americans feel sim-
ilarly represented by Kore-
an media. 
     “Back when I was in 
sixth grade, I helped an-
other class out with a 
performance, and they 
performed a K-pop song. 
Because of this, I got into 
K-pop more and [it led] 
to myself getting involved 
with Korean media,” Anais 
Ng (11), a Chinese-Amer-
ican, explains. “I definitely 
feel represented. For in-
stance, a lot of Americans 
are starting to do a bunch 
of skincare just like how 
Asians usually do it, and 
they try new food that is 
Asian. I feel important and 
not excluded at all.”
     Others, while apprecia-
tive of the strides Korean 
media has made, do not 
necessarily feel the same 
way about these advances.
     Math teacher Mr. Wong 
says, “I feel like we’re rep-
resented a lot more in the 
media, in terms of K-pop 
[and] Parasite. Black Pink 
performed at Coachella, 

The acclaimed film Parasite, which released in South 
Korea in 2019, won four awards at the Oscars this year, 
breaking records for being the first foreign-language film 
to win Best Picture and the first South-Korean film to 
win Best International Feature Film. Anais Ng (11) ex-
plains that “Asian-Americans nowadays don’t appreciate 
their culture as much and [would] rather Americanize 
things.” Advances like these have allowed Asian-Ameri-
cans to better embrace their culture with added represen-
tation.

Commentary:  K-Boom!
How the explosion in Korean media in America has affected Asian-Americans

Liana Dong
Staff Writer

continued on page 3
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    “There are many advan-
tages and disadvantag-
es to having a twin, but I 
think it’s all just a matter 
of perspective. Personally, 
I enjoy having a twin be-
cause, being the same age, 
we have an unbreakable 
connection and bond with 
each other,” says Rashi Ha-
ria (11). “We are like best 
friends, and I feel like we 
are closer to each other 
than most siblings today 
because there is no age 
gap.”
     “Best thing about hav-
ing a twin is having some-
one who I can lean on ev-
ery day and talk to as well,” 
agrees Akash Sannasi (11). 
     With the good, comes 
the bad, and twins aren’t 
exempt from this. 
     “Sometimes the worst 
thing that happens is that 
we get compared,” says 
Rashi’s sister, Ruchi. “But 
we don’t really take that 
negatively.”
     As one might expect, 
twins tend to be quite sim-
ilar in terms of interests. 
     “We have similar in-
terests in the things we 

like; for example, we both 
like to dance, but I have 
a bigger passion towards 
dance,” says Ruchi.
     “Similarities are how me 
and my twin think and see 
things in the world,” says 
Akash. 
     However, Rashi men-
tions that twins may not be 
as similar as people think. 
     “My sister and I are like 
polar opposites. Our per-
sonalities are quite differ-
ent,” Rashi states. 
“However, some of our 
hobbies are similar, mak-
ing it easier for us to get 
along with each other.”
      “We tend to like oppo-
site things food-wise, like I 
like ketchup and my twin 
does not,” says Akash. 
     Often, as people grow 
older, they grow apart 
from their families and 
move on with their own 
lives; does having a twin 
change this? 
     “I have never really 
thought about growing 
apart as I grow up. Ru-
chi, my sister, has always 
been a constant in my life 
and I cannot even imag-
ine [my] life without her,” 
says Rashi. “She is the only 

Ruchi and Rashi Haria pose together for a picture. “Having a twin allows you to 
connect with someone your own age at any time whereas as an only child you don’t 
have someone to talk to or do things with, and as a sibling there are differences with 
gender and age that create a gap between the two siblings,” says Ruchi. 

sole person that has been 
through everything with 
me, and I feel like even as 
we grow older, our bond 
will stay the same. I know 

that eventually we will 
part ways, but we will nev-
er lose contact with each 
other. I like to live in the 
present, so I have not real-

ly given it much thought, 
but I know that I will do 
everything I can to make 
sure that we do not grow 
apart.” 

Are You Me?
Shreya Daschoudhary
Staff Writer

What’s it like to have a twin at school?

adults.
     “You probably have to 
have a little bit more pa-
tience than you normally 
would as a cop, just be-
cause you're dealing with 
kids who don't necessarily 
think about the conse-
quences of their actions. 
Most adults should know, 
‘I do something wrong. 
This is what's gonna hap-
pen to me.’ Most kids–they 
have a fleeting idea… but 
they really don't real-
ize how bad that is until 
[they’re] in trouble for it.”
     While they provide for 
students, Student Resource 
Officers, or SROs, help 
administrators out a lot as 
well.
     “We create relationships 
between students and 
police. It gives [students] 
more adults that they can 
trust on campus,” says 

Mrs. Barrington. “Offi-
cer Candler works hard 
to connect with students 
that he's working with and 
[even] those students that 
he maybe has really never 
encountered in a pro-
fessional sense. Around 
campus, a lot of students 
like to come up and chat 
with him.”
     While situations when 
an SRO has to get involved 
don’t happen very often, 
they do occur at times.
     “It happens occasional-
ly that our students don't 
just mess up and break a 
school rule; they mess up 
and break a law. So when 
students have broken a law 
in our community, Officer 
Candler will talk to them 
here at school,” states Mrs. 
Barrington.
     Overall, even students 
have positive inputs about 

having police here at 
school. 
     “If something happens 
where you need to have 
a police officer there, it’s 
nice to have one that’s eas-
ily accessible, rather than 
having to call someone 
who’s far away,” says Raina 
Kakani (11).
     “Although they also 
do have weapons, I don’t 
think they’d use it on stu-
dents,” adds Kakani. “So, 
having [SROs] on campus 
does make me feel a lot 
safer.”
     While police officers 
can seem intimidating, 
they’re only around to 
assist administrators and 
keep students on the right 
path and make sure they 
aren’t breaking laws or do-
ing things that could have 
dire consequences when 
they become adults.

and Big Bang is coming 
to Coachella this year. 
For me, I guess [I feel rep-
resented] in some ways. 
[There’re] actually Asian 
people on TV or there're 
actually Asian people on 
YouTube doing a lot of 
stuff that we would think 
that stars would do. . . 
but personally I don't re-
ally have that strong con-
nection to K-pop–maybe 
[with] the older [groups] 
but not the newer ones.”
     While the explosion 
in Korean media has sig-
nificantly improved Asian 
representation in the 
states, many Asian-Amer-
icans see a few downsides 
to the boom.
     “Every time I say I’m 
Korean, people always as-
sume I like K-pop, and I 
do! But they say it like it’s 
a bad thing,” Lee (9) says. 
“And they always ask me 

if I'm from North Korea, 
which is weird. They’re 
like, ‘Are you related to 
Kim Jong-Un?’”
     Ultimately, the new-
found popularity of Kore-
an media contributes both 
positives and negatives to 
the experience of being 
Asian-American.
     “I feel like, because a 
lot of the guys in K-pop 
are feminine, it kind of 
decreases the male mas-
culinity factor for Asians 
in a sense,” Mr. Wong ex-
plains. “But otherwise, I 
feel like it's pretty good 
because people are actual-
ly listening to our music, 
right? Like, Psy was a huge 
thing back then. Gangnam 
Style blew the hell up, and 
then BTS is really popular 
now; they're on the Ellen 
Show, Jimmy Kimmel, all 
that stuff, so I feel like it's 
good.”

Commentary: 
K-Boom (cont.)

What’s With the Police 
Officer on Campus? (cont.)
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      Photos, sketches, music, 
animation, fashion, and 
paintings. Art encompass-
es a broad range of media 
and styles, and American 
is home to many artists of 
different forms. Yet in a 
school as large as we are, it 
is rare to have all of these 
different varieties of art to-
gether in one place. Luck-
ily for the art-loving stu-
dents of American, the art 
show provides the perfect 
opportunity. Started two 
years ago by students who 
wanted to showcase all of 
the art American had to of-
fer, the art show brings to-
gether the different artists 
of American into one place 
for one night, and was 
scheduled for the 13th of 
this month. However, get-
ting all the artists together 
is no small task.
     “I think we started plan-
ning [the art show] in Jan-
uary,” says Janine Wang 
(12), who headed the art 
show organization. “That's 
when we brainstormed 
what decorations we want-
ed to do this year, if we 
wanted to do the same 
things from last year. From 
then on, it has been follow-
ing the same deadlines as 
last year. So getting the art, 

like publicizing the art show 
[to] the artists, having them 
submit art, and then publiciz-
ing the actual event.” 
     Publicizing is only one of 
many tasks that had to be done 
to get the art show, which is 
mostly student organized, 
running. Along with oth-
er students, Wang contacted 
teachers, figured out how the 
art would be presented, and 
coordinated with clubs to get 
interactive exhibitions at the 
show, like the all-important 
Bob Ross painting station. Yet 
Wang and the leadership team 
take all these tasks in stride, 
because she believes the result 
of their work is worth it.
     “I think [that] in the mo-
ment it can seem very hectic, a 
lot of work. But I think at the 
end it's pretty rewarding to see 
how it all comes together and 
how people come together to 
enjoy the artwork of others.”
     The students presenting 
their art certainly also believe 
that the art show is impactful. 
Alyssa Chung (12), who has 
been involved in art since ele-
mentary school, explains why 
the art show is a unique op-
portunity. 
     “At school, there are no 
chances to show your work. 
And there's more to an artist 
than what they do in school. 
There's things that we do out-
side of school. So we have our 

Emyr Ortiz
Staff Writer

Painting, Pictures, and 
Pastels
Painting, Pictures, and 
Pastels A look at the American art showAs the third quarter me-

anders along, school spirit 
seems to drop to an all time 
low. With NOF’s, state test-
ing, and approaching AP 
exams, it’s hard to find en-
ergy to do anything other 
than grind. While unfortu-
nately postponed this year 
due to the coronavirus out-
break, Springfest, an annual 
weeklong spirit event that 
is scheduled to conclude 
with a Black Light Rally this 
year, serves to lighten these 
spirits—but not without the 
hard work from those in 
charge.

     On every day leading up 
to the rally, performances 
will occur in the rotunda for 
Battle of the Bands.
     “Battle of the Bands is a 
weeklong lunchtime event 
during Springfest where 
each class [assembles] a 
band and performs on their 
respective day,” Ashley Lee 
(11), the Leadership Rec-
ognition co-head, explains. 
“It’s an event for us to recog-
nize the talented musicians 
at our school while also 
playing into the competitive 
aspect of Springfest because 
the best band is announced 
at the night rally at the end 
of the week!”
     While the performances 
may seem seamless, it takes 
a lot of effort to perfect the 
logistics. 
“Battle of the Bands is run 
by the recognition com-
mittee in Leadership, ASB 
executives, and class elects, 
and we started preparing 
about a month ago by cre-
ating a Facebook group 
and adding all class elected 
officers into it,” Lee says.” 
[We] posted about rules 
for Battle of the Bands and 
deadlines and dates for song 
selections and final rehears-
als and whatnot. ASB Exec 

and Recognition are mainly 
in charge of communicat-
ing [this information], and 
from there class elects create 
group chats with their cho-
sen musicians to ensure that 
they’re on track with their 
rehearsals.”
     As the week comes to a 
close, the Black Light Rally 
will include a Creator’s Uni-
versity performance led by 
Hanah Abualhaj and a Ta-
hitian performance led by 
senior Jasmine Miguel.
     “This performance isn't 
really a club performance 
but Rallies Committee 
asked me if I could choreo-
graph Tahitian for the Black 

Light Rally,” Miguel (12) 
says. “With the late notice of 
becoming a choreographer, 
I hand-selected my dancers! 
I chose dancers that I knew 
would be committed to the 
dance and already have the 
basics down. . . and with 
them being fast learners, it 
has given me more time to 
sharpen and clean up the 
moves!”
     Planning such dances re-
quires a lot of consideration, 
especially with the music 
selection and choreography.
     “Naina, the other rally 
MC, and I want to do some-
thing super cool with the 
audio at the beginning of 
the rally which I can't [say] 
yet!” Abualhaj explains. “So 
that idea that we're going 
to use is playing into how I 
can take songs that will fit 
what we want to do. Then, 
I look at songs that will get 
a lot of crowd appeal. I like 
it when the crowd is able to 
sing along . . . so Tik Tok 
is helping me out. Yeah, so 
just more for crowd appeal 
and then what would have 
an easier beat so that people 
who are newer at dancing 
can catch on to it fast.”
     Because of the large num-
ber of students interested in 

performing with Creator’s, 
it can be different to coor-
dinate practices and ensure 
every person is well pre-
pared.
     “People are so busy that 
it’s hard to sync schedules,” 
Abualhaj says. “A lot of 
times, you get students who 
really want to perform [but] 
they just don't have the time 
available. Turning people 
away is really hard for me 
because I'm big on inclu-
sion and giving everybody 
an equal chance to like do 
something or participate. 
You know, people get doc-
tor's appointments, it's hard 
to show up to everything, 

and that becomes really dif-
ficult when walking a rou-
tine because when there's 
people missing you can't 
gauge the spacing very well.”
     Despite the struggles, 
both choreographers agree 
that their work is well worth 
it to see their dances come 
to fruition.
     Miguel says, “Dancing 
and choreographing Tahi-
tian is something that I have 
been doing for the school 
for a while now, ever since 
freshman year actually. It's 
just something I have found 
a passion in doing. In addi-
tion, I get to spend time with 
some of my closest friends. 
The people I have chosen 
to be part of my dance were 
actually part of my Tahitian 
group Freshmen year! I sort 
of see this performance as 
one of our last ones together 
and a send off.”
     As the COVID-19 pan-
demic becomes more se-
vere, it is difficult to gauge 
whether or not students 
will return to school before 
summer break begins. This 
year’s Springfest may be ten-
tative, but the work of those 
who worked to make it hap-
pen remains commendable 
nonetheless.  

Students gather in front of the 
gym after school to practice 
for the Creator’s University 
performance at the rally. 
Leader Hanah Abualhaj ex-
plains, “I've been dancing for 
several years, and the ability 
to go out there and like show 
people stuff that you create 
through performance and a 
visual aspect for me makes 
it all worth it. And also like 
when you get to take your 
own ideas and do something 
super cool with them and just 
seeing the reception from the 
crowd is what makes practices 
worth it [for me].”

 Liana Dong
Staff Writer

The Journey to Springfest
Our school’s efforts towards planning Springfest
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     Beginning in late Feb-
ruary and early March, 
students began preparing 
for what many hoped to be 
an exciting week of friend-
ly competition, showcas-
ing talents, and express-
ing class unity. As part of 
the tradition which began 
in 2017, several students 
have taken part in the an-
nual Battle of the Bands 
competition where each 
class gives a performance 
on their designated day 
during lunch. 
     For the students organiz-
ing the event, Battle of the 
Bands provides the perfect 
opportunity to heighten 
school spirit. 
     “The goal of Battle of the 
Bands and Springfest, in 
general, is to help maintain 
our school spirit through-
out the year. This week 
allows for students to de-
stress..., have a good time 
with friends, and get a little 
competitive. With Spring-
fest, we’re able to come to-
gether as a school one last 
time before the year ends 
and the seniors leave,” said 
Anusha Nayak (10), a stu-
dent organizing the event. 
     Before the preparation 
for the performance began, 
students had to submit an 
audition tape. From there, 
class council, along with 

some other musicians for 
some of the classes, helped 
finalize the people chosen 
for the band.
      For some students, sign-
ing up was an opportunity 
to encourage self-growth 
and take risks. 
     “I've been singing for 
12 years. My friends know 
about it…they gave me the 
push and I actually [audi-
tioned],” said Sruthi Bha-
midipati (11).
     In fact, Bhamidapti 
hopes to use her time in 
the band to create a posi-
tive impact on her future 
career in music. 
     “I have always been re-
ally afraid to lean forward 
in terms of my voice. I re-
ally hope that by working 
with people that I really 
like working...that I could 
always improve my confi-
dence and
be more open to perfor-
mance, maybe next year, 
for Battle of the Bands and 
outside of the school envi-
ronment.” 
     Other students have 
used Battle of the Bands as 
time to express their mu-
sical creativity in a unique 
way. 
     “I [have enjoyed] just 
playing music with other 
people. That's not an op-
portunity a lot of people 

get. I think it's really fun 
to play with new people as 
opposed to just yourself,” 
said Nitin Bharadwaj (10). 
     Students who joined Bat-
tle of the Bands have been 
able to work well together 
with new people when pre-
paring for the event. 
     “We just started men-
tioning songs that we liked. 
From there we thought 
[about] which one[s] were 
feasible to do based on 
what instruments we had, 
our skill levels, and things 
like that. From there, we 
[had] a vote on which 
songs we thought would 
be best for us to play,” ex-
plained Bharadwaj. 
     Though performances 
will no longer take place at 
the end of the month due 
to school closure,, it has 
been a one of a kind op-
portunity for students of 
a similar interest to come 
together with the intent to 
prepare a show for all stu-
dents to enjoy. 
     “[During practice], peo-
ple [were] still trying to 
work and take [the com-
petition] seriously, but it 
[was] … fun and nice [hav-
ing] people to hang out 
with who have the same 
passion as you. It's just a 
very harmonious experi-
ence,” said Bhamidapti. 

 The preparation for the Battle of the Bands has improved relationships within class 
council and ASB. “Working with each other so often and for such long periods of time 
creates a special bond between the ASB members. We all experience the process together. 
At the end of the day, we’re the only ones who can motivate each other to finish strong,” 
said Anusha Nayak (10). 

Aarya Vaidya
Staff Writer

AHS students prepare for The Battle of 
the Bands

Drum Roll, Please! 

work that we do, [our] art 
projects, or we have our works 
that we want to do ourselves, 
and the art show is allowing us 
to bring what we do outside of 
school to the public.”
     Chung usually shares her 
out of school art projects on 
social media, but even that 
solution has some flaws.
     “On social media, you don't 
see the immediate reactions. 
You can see the likes, you can 
see the comments but what do 
they really feel? Do they actu-
ally think it's cool art? What is 
their first reaction when they 
see it? Are they [thinking], 
‘Wow!’ or ‘Oh, okay.’”
     With physical people react-
ing in real time to the artwork 
at the show, artists are able to 
overcome this barrier and tru-
ly know what emotions their 
artwork elicits. And it's not 
only the visual artists that get 
to learn something at the art 
show, the musical artists per-
forming on behalf of the AHS 
band also benefit.
     “[The art show is] fun,” 
says Serena Choo (11) who 
was supposed to perform at 
the show. “I like performing 
in front of people, and it helps 
me to prepare for performanc-
es where I actually have to per-
form in shows that are in front 
of judges.”
     The art show also has im-
pacts beyond the world of art. 

Natasha Anguelouch (9), 
who had submitted photo-
graphs for the art show, says 
her step from junior high 
to high school has shocked 
her with much more rig-
orous work. However, the 
art show has provided her 
a welcome respite from 
the barrage of schoolwork, 
saying “[The art show] 
makes the [school] envi-
ronment less competitive, 
and adds an element of fun 
to the school.”
     All of these elements 
come together to form an 
experience unique to an art 
show. An experience where 
people can relax and where 
artists can truly improve. 
Chung explains the impact 
of the art show on how she 
perceives her work.
     “We have a certain view 
of our own work. And like 
when someone else views 
it, they have a different out-
look on it. And sometimes 
we need that different look 
to see like the true picture 
or where you need to work 
on or what's good.”
     Unfortunately, those 
looking to experience the 
wonders of the art show 
will have to wait as it has 
been postponed indefinite-
ly due to COVID-19 con-
cerns.

Student artwork of many forms lined the 
rotunda at last year’s art show. Having all 
of these pieces together in one place pro-
vides a desirable opportunity for many 
artists at American, including Densa Bui 
(11). “I can take inspiration from multiple 
people [and] a different variety of medi-
ums such as digital animation, acrylic, and 
watercolor. I personally am not the most 
talented in certain mediums such as tradi-
tional so I thought that [it] would be super 
cool to see [the] different mediums and 
styles.” 

PC:  Eagle Era staffer from last year
Note:
Photo is from last year’s art show

Painting, Pictures, and 
Pastels
Painting, Pictures, and 
Pastels A look at the American art show
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     Out of nowhere, many 
students began to see In-
stagram stories that said 
“Three days left.” With 
a confused mind, many 
people probably just 
swiped left and continued 
to see other stories. What 
many don’t realize is that 
these posts hint at the start 
of the Week of Service.
     So, after hearing this 
word for so many times, 
what is this Week of Ser-
vice?
     According to Naomi 
Szeto (11), president of 
the GiveAbility club, “the 
Week of Service is a very 

fun opportunity to get vol-
unteer hours, serve others, 
and get closer to people.”
     During this week, one 
of the events that would be 
happening is called “Hats 
for Chaps.” Szeto states 
that their club “will be 
personalizing hats for stu-
dents with special needs at 
American based on their 
interest. On Saint Patrick’s 
day [they] will take pic-
tures with the students in 
[their] hats.”
     Other than service 
hours, what else might 
students get out of this 
event? 

     Michelle Zhao (12), 
president of the National 
Honor Society club, an-
swers, “I feel that it’s one 
way to get engaged with 
the rest of the student 
body, and it’s a really nice 
way to be able to bond 
with others. Even though 
you are not from the same 
organization, we are all 
working towards a com-
mon goal: really allowing 
students to be engaged in 
our community.” 
     Key club will be work-
ing with another club for 
making origami cranes 
for cancer, a way to show 

 “The reason we do Week of Service and the reason we are doing it this 
year is because a lot of students have a lot of trouble going to our events 
outside of school because they don’t have transportation. It’s a great time 
for students [who’re] behind on hours and also [a great time] to be in-
volved without going to [places] like San Francisco,” says Archisha Datta 
(12).

support for pediatric can-
cer patients and a separate 
date where they will be 
going to a clinic to put the 
cranes around walls.
   Throughout this week, 
other clubs like Interact 
have different plans for 
students. Archisha Dat-
ta (12), president of the 
Interact club, says, “Our 
club is making care pack-
ages to donate to the local 
homeless shelters. We are 
also including personal-
ized things like cards and 
friendship bracelets along 
with sanitary items.”
     Unfortunately, due to 

the coronavirus and the 
school remaining closed 
until April 7th, this event 
will not be happening in 
March anymore. It may be 
postponed to a later time, 
and the moment school 
starts clubs may take nec-
essary actions to try to let 
the event happen.  Right 
now, nothing is confirmed 
as no one knows for sure 
when school will be re-
sumed, but don’t worry! 
If you can’t join this year, 
you can always join the 
event next year!

Week of Service?
  Understanding what is “Week of Service” and 

why students should participateNydia Kuo
Staff Writer
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     The month of March is 
quite bland when looked 
into. The only special day 
that is thought of in the 
month of March would be 
St. Patrick's Day. St. Patricks 
Day is celebrated on March 
17th every year. Having 
been celebrated since the 
17th century, this holiday 
has a colorful history, with 
many traditions and stories 
to tell. Many know this holi-
day as simply the day to wear 
green or else face the con-
sequence of being pinched 
by a leprechaun. However, 
there is much more to this 
than simply a holiday to 
avoid getting pinched by a 
tiny green man.
     St. Patrick is the patron 
saint of Ireland; however, 
he wasn’t born in Ireland, 
as many believe. According 
to Britannica,  St. Patrick 
was born in Roman Britain 
in the late 4th century and 
kidnapped at the age of 16 
to be taken to Ireland as a 
slave. St. Patrick did escape 
but returned to convert the 
Irish to Christianity and es-
tablished many monaster-
ies, churches, and schools. 
His death, March 17, started 
as a religious holiday, but 
the emigrants (particularly 
in the United States) trans-
formed this into a largely 
secular holiday. Apart from 
having an extravagant his-
tory, St. Patrick’s Day has 
many things associated with 
it. 
     One word that comes 
to mind when the holiday 
is mentioned would be the 
color green. However, Time 
says that originally, the col-
or blue was associated with 
the holiday, but now green 
is more commonly con-
nected to the holiday. The 
use of green was introduced 
during the 1798 Irish Rebel-
lion when the clover became 
a symbol of nationalism. 
This color soon spread to 
the uniforms, becoming the 
color of St. Patrick's Day. 
     Another green thing as-
sociated with St. Patrick's 
Day would be shamrocks 
or three-leaf clovers. Patrick 
used the three leaves of the 
shamrock to connect it to 
the Holy Trinity: the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Today, people wear sham-
rocks out of tradition and to 
get good luck. People carry 
shamrocks with them on 
this day to bring good luck 
for themselves and their 
families.
     A surprising legend that 
is part of the history of St. 
Patrick's Day would be the 
banning of snakes in Ire-
land. Sounds weird, right? 
According to National Geo-
graphic, a legend that is 
believed is that St. Patrick 
chased the snakes into the 
sea after they began attack-
ing him during his forty-day 
fast he undertook on top of 
a hill. However, according 
to Irish Central, St. Patrick 
simply waved his staff which 
banished all the snakes from 
the island. None of these 
are true, however, as snakes 
have never existed in Ire-
land. 
     St. Patrick’s Day is also 
known for the amazing del-
icacies made on that day. 
According to FoodNetwork, 
it is a tradition to eat corned 
beef and cabbage on this 
special holiday, maybe even 
adding a taste of shepherd’s 
pie. Another recipe enjoyed 
on this day, but not so wide-
ly known would be the Irish 
soda bread. However, this 
bread does not require any 
type of kneading, rising or 
waiting. Colcannon is an-
other obligatory dish eaten 
on St. Patrick’s Day. Made 
with mashed potatoes and 
cabbage, it’s said to give 
corned beef a run for its title 
of most delicious dish.
    With the quarantine in 
place, many of us are prob-
ably bored out of minds, not 
knowing what to do. How-
ever, St. Patrick’s Day may 
be able to help for an hour or 
two. Every year, St. Patrick’s 
Day parades are celebrated 
with a lot of fervor and joy. 
According to History, the 
first St, Patrick’s Day parade 
was held on March 17, 1601, 
in a Spanish colony. Unfor-
tunately, the parades did get 
canceled this year due to 
COVID-19. However, You-
Tube will surely have some 
videos of the past parades 
that took place. 
     Hope you remembered to 
wear green this St. Patrick’s 
Day and stay safe!  

St. Patrick’s Day: 
Boring? I Don’t 
Think So.
Khushi Kanchibotla
Staff Writer

Exploring the history and traditions of this famed 
holliday

     Ever since the rise of 
human civilization and so-
ciety, the concept of “good” 
and “bad” has been thrown 
around for generations 
upon generations. Some 
things that have been con-
sidered bad by people in 
society may now be seen in 
a new light. Due to school 
existing within the large 
realm of “society,” it will 
experience the same con-
cepts. The “good” of soci-
ety is supposed to be well 
understood by most peo-
ple, right?
     “I think that, according 
to–admittedly fluid–socie-
tal standards, something is 
‘good’ if someone or some-
thing can derive a benefit 
from it … Picking up litter 
in a park is ‘good’ because 
you’re helping keep the 
park environment clean 
[and] pristine for the exist-
ing ecosystem and the park 
visitors there,” explained 
Benjamin Tarver (11).
     Many of us have been 
told to do something good, 
although different people 
may do it for different rea-
sons. Some people do good 
things to make the world 
a better place. Some peo-
ple do good things in or-
der to get something else 
in return, and some peo-
ple do good things simply 
because they feel like it. 

While a “benefit to all” ac-
tion is considered good, its 
contrast to all this is “the 
bad” of society and school.
     “I guess from a school 
standpoint, schools also 
want students to follow the 
rules. It’s kind of like how 
society wants you to fol-
low laws. I would say that 
something both school and 
society consider as bad is 
when you’re breaking the 
rules,” answered Ms. Nahi-
gian.
     “Bad” can be described 
in several contexts. Ms. 
Nahigian’s description is 
more focused on the law-
fulness of the term. Rules 
are made in order to keep 
the general environment 
safe for all. Breaking them 
may result in negatively 
affecting others. However, 
some perceptions of what 
can negatively affect peo-
ple can change. Society’s 
rules are expectations in a 
constant motion.
     “I definitely think that 
there are different things 
that perception has shifted 
over time. Things that may 
be less accepted in the past 
… [such as] LGBTQ rights 
can definitely be put into 
that category,” noted Ms. 
Nahigian.
     When culture and mor-
als are in constant motion, 
change will be inevita-
ble. LGBTQ rights, as Ms. 
Nahigian mentioned, is a 

prime example of how cul-
tural changes in society can 
shape what is and what is 
not considered as morally 
or lawfully bad. There once 
was a time in history where 
being part of the LGBTQ 
community was seen as 
wrong. Even worse, it was 
considered to be an actual 
mental illness. Many years 
later and that viewpoint 
has reversed itself entire-
ly. However, some of the 
morals and laws of society 
have inherently existed to 
regulate the potential harm 
that some may commit to 
others. In the case that one 
should end up commit-
ting something bad, what 
should be done?
     “I am a firm believer of 
‘hate the sin, love the sin-
ner’. We should focus on 
forgiving and rehabilitating 
those who have committed 
‘bad’ actions according to 
society,” proclaimed Ivan 
Ko (11).
     “Hate the sin, love the 
sinner” is an ideal that 
many seem to forget. Not 
every single bad action 
must result in direct pun-
ishment. Many people are 
starting to prefer rehabil-
itation efforts over stan-
dard punishments. Instead 
of keeping bad people at 
the bottom of society to 
remain bad, we could pull 
them back up to a state of 
goodness. 

Weston Liang
Staff Writer 

“My definition of 
good and bad is 
that if it helps the 
people closest to 
you, your commu-
nity, and the world, 
that is a good ac-
tion. Actions done 
in the interest of 
hurting others, 
your communi-
ty, and ultimately 
yourself are bad ac-
tions,” stated Ivan 
Ko (11).

Defining the Good 
and the Bad

How does both society and school define “good” 
and “bad?”
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Wandering       
       Thoughts

Late night thoughts students may have

Nydia Kuo
Staff Writer

  “I try not to think 
a lot about school. I 
think mostly of random 
thoughts at night [since 
these] thoughts are invol-
untary. Recently I started to 
play pokemon a lot again, so I’ve 
been thinking a lot about pokemon. ” -Ashley Yu (9)

  “[My] thoughts are definitely in-
voluntary. The coronavirus is a big 
concern that constantly 
weighs on my mind. 
Testing, grades, and 
academic work, in 
general, are far 
from my mind 
these days. This 
pandemic is 
on my mind 
the majority of 
the day.” -Falak 
Vakharia (10)

     “Usually [I 
think] about 
homework or 
what I have to 
do, and some-

times I am think-
ing about food. [At 

the same time] I also 
stress about colleges a 

lot. [Thinking about] colleges 
is involuntary–my mind automatically goes 
here–but food is voluntary.” -Divya Shah (11)     

“When I’m alone and it’s late 
at night, I can’t help but feel 
scared about things go-
ing wrong in the house. 
Things that keep me up 
are thoughts of robbers 
that might break in, fire 
hazards, and many more. 
I usually have to call some-
one and talk with them so 
I don’t feel alone. Obviously, I 
don’t want to be constantly thinking 
negatively, but I can’t help but still wonder 
[about] all the what-ifs.” -Neliya Ghising (10)

“I usually [think of] what I did today and what I 
have to do tomorrow. I always like to retrace my 

steps and prepare myself 
for tomorrow. I’ve done 

this so many times, 
it’s just a habit at 

this point. Educa-
tion is something 
that stresses me 
the most [after 
all.] The con-

stant thought 
of not doing 

good leads to the 
constant thought of 

failure, which leads to 
the thought of not making it to 
a good university that leads to not being able to 
get a job.” -Ethan Ling (11)


