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Shining a Spotlight on LGBTQ+ Representation
At AHS Performing Arts, people of all identities are supported by the performers and the characters they play.
Michelle Lee
Staff Writer
For this year’s highly anticipated Fall play
Marian, or The True Tale
of Robin Hood, students
were able to experience
a story that traversed beyond a genderbent plot
and fight choreography to
a significant topic at AHS:
LGBTQ+ representation.
For members of the LGBTQ+ community, the
acceptance that is shown
to people of all genders,
sexualities, and identities
is present in the performing arts here at American
High School, and this
year was no exception.
“I have been directing plays here at AHS

for 15 years…and have had
many, many LGBTQ actors,” stated Mr. River, the
director of the play as well
as an English and Drama
teacher. “I am proud to say
Theatre 70 is a safe and comfortable place for those students as artists and people.”
Whether it is on a stage
in the spotlight or inside the
words of a script, members
of the LGBTQ+ community
are able to see themselves
in the actors and actresses and in the representative characters that add to
the story, regardless of the
time period or location.
“I like to think the theatre
world in general is the same–
even in Shakespeare's time,”
expressed Mr. River. “Adam

Szymkowicz, [the creator of
Marian, or The True Tale of
Robin Hood], knows this,
and has written a play that
is funny, adventurous, and
celebrates both the LGBTQ
community and empowers
women in a time when it
couldn't be more important.”
People involved in the
LGBTQ+ community are
especially supportive of this
inclusion that is gradually
gaining more and more attention every year. A couple of positive changes are
better than no changes.
“I think it’s really cool how
our school is opening up and
being more open-minded
about those kind of things,”
said AJ Laxa (11), president
of the LGBTQ+ club. “I’m

sure back then this wouldn’t
see “Shining a Spotlight
have been acceptable. It on LGBTQ+ Representawould’ve just been specific
tion” 4
gender
r o l e s
based on
p e o p l e’s
g e n d e r,
but now
t h e y ’re
broadening their
topics,
which is
g o o d .”
In the
play’s storyline,
there is
a
nonbinary
character
Much (left) and Tommy of No Consequence
who goes (right) stand side by side and keep watch as a

A True American Horror Story
Exploring security measures at AHS in light of a Halloween robbery

to come home with a sack of
goodies from strangers. However, some “trick-or-treaters”
decided to use brute force to obtain cameras and water bottles
Halloween: a night of from American High School.
fun where it is perfectly acThe morning of November
ceptable, in fact, expected, 1, custodians arrived at school

LeAnn Liu and Tala
Hamadah
Web Editor and Staff
Writer

In light of the Halloween break-in, Mr. Musto is working with
the district to get lights for the affected areas. “If you’re there
at night or in the early morning, it’s not some place that’s got a
lot of light falling on it,” said Mr. Musto. “So if somebody’s in a
bright light or a visible area they’re less likely to do crime.”

only to discover shattered
glass at three places: Mr. B.C.’s
room, Mr. Amato’s room, and
the weight room. In each of
the rooms, there was clear
evidence that the perpetrators
had rummaged around as if
they were looking for something. There was no clear
evidence, though, who did it.
Administrators and Officer
Candler do believe it is someone who is at least somewhat
acquainted with the school.
“I personally think it’s
someone from here,” said
Mr. Reibenschuh. “I think it
was somebody who suspects
there was something valuable
in those classes. Somebody
who might have a grudge
against the school… What
I also suspect is that there
are people at this school today who know who did it.”
Besides theft and petty
revenge, it is also suspected

part of Robin Hood’s group. “Much, being one
of Robin’s Merry Men, isn’t a teenager,” said
Megha Jain(12). “They’re an adult, and to be
at any age to come to terms with your identity
and tell your family–tell the people you care
about–and get that acceptance from them is
really important.”

that the
PC: AHS Performing Arts
holiday
itself mothe past mainly due to istivated
the
thieves.
sues in matching identify“On Halloween, people
ing evidence with people.
sometimes make poor choic“If this person has never
es,” said Ms. Barrington. “This
been arrested before and
is one of those incidents where
they’ve never had their
individuals felt like they could
fingerprints taken, we just
come onto our campus and
have a set of fingerprints,
perpetrate a crime and felt
we have nothing to match
like they would get away with
it to,” said Officer Candler.
it because it was quite brazen.”
Although the school
Halloween for teenagwould like to have cameras
ers is often a night of misto make the investigation
chief. However, the pranks
process easier, the district,
are usually on a much smaller
which ultimately conscale and cause far less harm.
trols funding for any up“There’s usually a prank
graded security measures,
at a Halloween of some sort,
is reluctant. Incidents of
some stupid thing that hapsuch nature are rare at
pens,” said Mr. Reibenschuh.
American (this break-in
Unfortunately, the true mowas the first this school
tives and identity or identities
year), especially considerof the criminals may never be
ing how long the school
discovered. The school has
is opened for every day.
never caught any offenders in
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Letter from theEditor
Dear Eagles,
This year, I’m thankful
for my friends and family
who have made me laugh
in times of stress and supported me through this
hectic (almost over!) college application season. I’d
also like to thank you for
supporting the Eagle Era
because it is your participation that makes us possible.
Thank you for validating
our efforts by reading the
paper and following our social media pages, for giving
your time to answer questions from our staff writers,
and for doing your simulated civic duty by voting
in the Era’s mock election.
The midterms have come
and gone, and new leaders
have been elected for terms
of two, four, and six years.
But with the busy lives we
all lead, it can be difficult
to conceptualize the im-

pact of such seemingly faraway events and even to
care whether one candidate
got elected over another.
We are now in a new era of
politics, one in which young
people can swing the country--if they use their vote
effectively. I implore you:
explore politics now so that
when you turn eighteen you
can harness that power to
create the change you want
to see in the world. To aid
in this process, the Era has
devoted two full pages to the
midterms this month. View
the results of our mock election, evaluate your choices
in following news, and learn
how to have a meaningful
discussion about politics.
This final component
of the centerspread was a
last-minute decision on our
part. We had intended to
do a comparison of liberal
and conservative perspec-

tives on various issues but
soon found that conservative students were unwilling
to speak up for fear of being
attacked for their beliefs. As
the voice of the student body,
we found this to be unacceptable. Everybody has the
right to express their opinions, and others have the
obligation to respect them.
But this sentiment has been
lost in the bubble that we live
in, and productive political
discourse is hard to come by
in this day and age. Thus, the
Era has compiled a list of dos
and don’ts to follow when
arguing about politics aimed
at fostering conversation,
understanding, and respect.
The season of thanks may
be coming to a close, but
the season of giving has just
begun. With the devastating fires in northern California, thousands of people
have been left homeless this

holiday season. As such,
the Era has posted a GoFundMe fundraiser for the
victims of the recent Camp
Fire on our Facebook
page. Please donate to help
people in need and consider contributing in-kind
through
organizations
such as the Salvation Army.
Now that I’m off my
soapbox, I want to reiterate that you are what
makes the Era possible,
and we serve you. If you
ever have any suggestions
for events to cover or topics to investigate, send
us a message or catch a
team member in class.
Enjoy our second issue!
Regards,
Vyoma Raman
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Keeping Up WITH THE BUS KIDS
The good, bad, and the ugly of students affected by the 621

Rebecca Beddingfield
Staff Writer
In the shadows of unity dances and class bonding, students
are pitted against each other
daily. Some at American experience it academically, trying to
beat out the students around
them for good colleges and jobs
in the future. Others attempt
to out-run, out-push, and
out-fight other students for a
chance to go home after school.
“The thing that memorable
is the driver always tell the students to move back on the bus,
because some students might
not be get on the bus when
there are too many students,”
recalls Xun Sun (12). There are
multiple sizes of buses that AC
Transit currently has in use,
but the most common sizes
for the 621 line is sixty feet
and forty feet. Sixty foot buses
can seat around fifty people
depending on the model of
the vehicle, while forty foot
buses can seat anywhere from
thirty to forty people depending on the model. The rest find
space in the isles of the bus.

eagleera.org

There are no official counts
of how many get in line in
hopes of getting on the 621
and how many students fit all
depends on how willing the
students already on the bus
are willing to make room.
Some of the most notable reports recently were
the 621 dropping off students at school over ten minutes late on November 8th.
“Sometimes we have thirty-five kids in here [Gateway] that ride the bus, and
it gets a little crazy,” says
Ms.Guevara, an attendance
clerk at American High School.
In addition to problems in
the morning, students are often
fighting to get on the bus after
school. Evan Liang is a sophomore who rides the bus in the
afternoon who shared his experience with the Eagle Era.
“No one sits on each other,
you just push a lot,” says Evan
Liang (10). Near the beginning
of the year, students pushed
to make it on the bus, because
the bus would not be able to
fit everyone. This situation
put students and bus drivers

at risk, so campus supervisors started monitoring the
bus line, even making makeshift lines and enforcing them.
Students and their parents
have notified AC Transit of these
problems, but their solutions to
the problem have not always
been clear. Robert Lyles, head
of media relations, cites two
altercations made to line 621.
“The first was during Spring
semester 2018, we added an
additional five minutes to
Line 621’s morning trip. The
addition of time distributed
throughout the trip is intended
to increase on-time performance,” says Lyles. However,
this line is known to show up
to stops more than five minutes late up to this fall semester.
“The second alteration was
ensuring that Line 621 operated with one of our largest
capacity coaches. At the start
of Fall semester 2018, a 60-foot
articulated coach with capacity
for over 80 passengers was added to the route. From September 4 through October 30 a 60foot coach has operated almost
exclusively on your school’s

route,” says Lyles. This articulated coach has been a positive
change to the route, when it is
available. Few occasions in this
time frame and many outside of
the time mentioned, students
have been shortchanged with
a smaller bus. This can happen
because the articulated coach
is sent to Thornton instead of
American or because the coach
was sent to a route such as line
99. While this is an improvement, students still attend
school after Halloween and
still need the articulated coach
to show up at AHS consistently.
While the situation con-

tinues, the way the students
at American react to the situation can change. Real unity
is not harnessed from dances
and skits, but through standing up for each other. Bus riders can continue to make their
voices heard by AC Transit,
sixth period teachers can refrain from keeping students
in class after the bell rings,
and all students at AHS can be
mindful of each other. Most
students who ride the bus do
not have the liberty of taking their business elsewhere,
but all students can work to
make the situation a bit easier.
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An Original Man, An Original School
The innovations and legacy of AHS’s first principal, Joe Tranchina
Vyoma Raman
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Tranchina and many other dedicated members of
Every fifty-eight minthe staff. He helped design
utes, a blur of students
the school with the goal of
passes it by without a
making it an open and welsecond glance. Once in
coming place for students.
a while, a careless pass“He was funny, bright, inerby will walk into its
quisitive,” said Mr. Johnson.
appendages, receiving a
“Staff from all over the district
light scrape on the arm.
were familiar with him and
Within the mass of flora,
he was very well-respected.”
untrimmed bushes and
Since he worked with the
snarled stems wind their
architects in planning the
way over a dark sign with
building, Mr. Tranchina had
faint lettering. Beneath
a great impact on how the
the foliage, a name is visschool was designed. Everyible: Joseph D. Tranchina.
thing from the rotunda to
Many a student has
the arrangement of the main
glanced past the rose garwings was influenced by him.
den, which has recently
“To get [a] picture of
how [the school] used to
look,” Mr. Johnson said,
“you have to reimagine
this school with no walls.”
Indeed, AHS used
to
have
completely
open classrooms, called
“coves,” with movable
dividers between them.
This helped facilitate
openness between teachers and classrooms.
“It was a very collaborative
environment,”
said Mr. Creger. “TeachAn image of American High School from the time of Mr.
ers, especially, were enTranchina. “From ‘72 to ‘94 it was open space,” said Mr. Cre- couraged to interact with
ger. “This whole wing, the 300 wing, was open classrooms.
And the rooms in the middle used to be Theater 30 and 31.”

Anonymous
Contributing Writer
As a former New
Englander, I miss the
thrill of waking up some
mornings and seeing a
snowy wonderland outside my window. I used
to live for the days of
fighting through the fivefoot-tall mountain piled
up by our front door,
building snowmen in
our front yard, sipping
hot cocoa from inside,
and of course, sledding.
But when I heard the

fallen into disrepair, near the
English portables by the 300
wing. As American High
School has grown in leaps
and bounds, it has lost sight
of its past and those who
turned a vision into reality.
“Joe Tranchina was an
original,” said Mr. Creger.
“He was the original principal of American High
School. It was his original
ideas that opened the school,
and it was his original personality that dominated the
school for twenty years.”
American High School
was founded in 1972 under the guidance of Mr.

each other to create lessons.”
A unique aspect of the
school that Mr. Tranchina
introduced was the interdisciplinary groups of
teachers that would work
together to create lessons.
“For the first fifteen years
when I came to this school,
American High School did
not have departments,” Mr.
Creger said. “It had instructional teams with staff from
different subjects. They
would plan lessons that focused on similar themes.”
This pairing enabled
teachers to have more creative activities, fulfilling
Mr. Tranchina’s vision of
a cooperative, welcoming
environment.
Occasionally, classes might watch a
movie in Theaters 30 or 31
in the 300 wing, and sometimes a single teacher would
lecture on both subjects.
“That’s what I did—I taught
[a class called] Backgrounds
at the tenth grade level,” said
Mr. Johnson. “I taught both
world history and tenth
grade college prep English.”
Clearly, Mr. Tranchina’s
unique administrative and
design style had a resound-

ing impact on how classes
were conducted and the
way students learned.
However, little by little,
the effects of his work have
worn away. In the 19941995 school year, the classrooms were partitioned off
because the growing population created too many
distractions for students.
“When the walls went
up, teachers began to
stay in their room more,”
Mr. Creger observed.
This caused collaboration and teacher autonomy to diminish. “Today,
it’s less experimentation
in the classroom, and
now it’s more top-down.”
Unfortunately, as AHS
has lost these innovations,
it has also lost sight of the
man behind them and
his visions for the school.
“You might have a plaque
on a wall, or in this case
the rose garden itself,” Mr.
Johnson said, “but people
aren’t going to remember.”
Though memories of
AHS are fading, the influences of Mr. Tranchina and
remnants of the school’s
early days are still there,
waiting to be discovered.

Smoked in Today
What we forget when we celebrate our day off
news that school would be
closed on Friday, November
16 due to poor air quality,
none of that childhood joy
resurfaced. Despite missing a test and getting to
sleep in late, something sat
inside me uncomfortably.
I saw people’s reactions to
the announcement on social media and over text
messages; most were rejoicing. Why couldn’t I experience the same happiness?
What was different about

this time compared to all the
snow days I’d had before?
I turned on the television, determined to distract
myself and enjoy the day off,
but I was greeted with footage of flames swallowing
homes, cars, and livelihoods.
Snow days, though resulting in school closures
and slippery roads, are an
expected part of life in the
East Coast, and the community is prepared and able to
deal with them. While bliz-

zards can undoubtedly be
damaging, they’re no anomaly and cities and states are
well-equipped to get everything under control within
a few days. “Smoke days,”
as they have been dubbed,
are the result of devastation
and death, of people losing
every belonging and sometimes even family members.
Is it appropriate to celebrate a day off resulting
from this? I would say no.
We have to look beyond our-

selves and think about the
hidden consequences of
tempting perks like cheap
online clothing, low gas
prices, and unexpected
school cancellations. I’m
thankful to be breathing
clean air today, but as I
scroll through my newsfeed and shop online in
post-Black Friday sales,
I’m reminded of all the
little things I enjoy or take
for granted whose costs are
greater than the price tag.
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Saved By the Bell
Understanding the detention system at AHS
Divya Prakash
Co-Editor-in-Chief

The air in Theater 50
is as dull as the black,
navy, or grey hoodies
that dot its metallic rows.
A low hum emanates as
approximately two dozen students talk softly,
drum their fingers, rustle
through textbooks, and
wait languidly for the
clock to strike 4 o’clock.
This is detention at
American High School.
“Detentions are a sign
that something is going
wrong in how a student
behaves. There are myriad
infractions it could be, but
it’s a heads-up that something should change,”
said Mr. Reibenschuh.
As assistant principal,
Mr. Reibenschuh keeps
a close watch on the underclassmen at AHS,
and issues detentions
frequently to that end.

“I couldn’t tell you how
many I issue. But there’s
certainly a lot. And it’s
not just me--teachers too
can issue detentions for
things like disruptions, or
defiance,” he explained.
This air of defiance is
palpable between two junior students. They stride
toward detention with the
rhythm that comes with
habit, surveying Theater
50 with an air of familiarity.
“I haven’t been here
much this year, but last
year it was about sixty
times,” laughs one of them.
On this occasion, he
found himself in detention after a confrontation with a teacher. He
claims to have cussed at
her upon being asked
to turn off his phone.
“I probably
should’ve just said ‘no.’”
Asked to describe
his rationale for re-

torting crudely, he responds, “I don’t know. I
just don’t know. It was in
the moment, ya know?”
He is not the only
one for whom emotions frequently run high
and impulse takes over.
Another student stated, “Sometimes it’s if I’m
high, but even otherwise?
Even usually I don’t always feel like I’m totally
in control. It’s like other
things are controlling me.”
Still another student
held a different theory for
his frequent detentions
and suspensions: “I know
this won’t sound right. It
probably isn’t. But I used
to think that my teacher
would give me detention for no reason. Like,
I’d just say ‘hi’ to a friend,
and he’d say ‘detention.’”
This student did not
appear to be bothered by
the gravity of his asser-

tion, however. “I don’t
know though, ha. I did
beat up and threaten a
kid once though, so not
saying I didn’t deserve it.”
The question remains,
however, why students-particularly repeat offenders--partake in actions that they know
will land them in SRC
on a weekday afternoon.
And it appears to be
a question that nobody
can answer. “I don’t know
why I do these things. It
occurs to me, for sure,
that I’ll be in trouble. But
that doesn’t stop me,”
says a senior student.
Mr. Reibenschuh,
however, suggests that
this question may not
even be relevant to the
system of detentions.
“We don’t issue detentions to change behavior.
We can cross our fingers
that it does change the

way you act, but that’s
not our primary purpose. Detention is intended to show students
that this school has standards. There are consequences to your actions.”
Mrs. Sharma, who
supervises
detention
once a week, adds, “If
students see the connection between the behavior and the consequence, detention helps.
Otherwise--if they are
here just for the sake of
it--it loses its purpose.”
To students who
find themselves in Theater 50 several times a
month, detention certainly does seem purposeless and frustrating, even inevitable.
“I regret doing that
[stuff] but not all that
much,” one admits. “I
see “Saved By The Bell” 9

Shining a Spotlight on LGBTQ+ Representation, ctd.
by the name Much and
throughout the play, they
manage to figure out and
establish their identity.
Although this incorporation is important, it is just
as important to correctly
and accurately depict being
nonbinary, especially with
a binary actor or actress.
“It’s definitely been interesting because, personally,
I’m a female. The character
starts out in the play as a
male, so it was a little difficult,” explained Megha Jain
(12), who played Much in
the play. “I’ve always been
a little more masculine,
but to portray myself as a
masculine character, and
then throughout the play to
kind of step back and even
out that barrier, it was definitely hard to…find that
balance between masculine and feminine. I wasn’t

playing a man but I wasn’t
myself as a woman either.”
It may have been just a
character in a story, but
it was also a step towards
representing the LGBTQ+
community to the audience.
“It’s definitely a very important issue that everyone
needs to be made aware of:
that there are people who
struggle with their identity
and who maybe don’t know
who they are even in terms
of something we take for
granted, like gender, and that
there are people who question their identity,” said Jain.
“Things change at any age.”
Besides Much, there was
the portrayal of the complicated yet loving relationship between two of the
Merry “Men,” Will Scarlet
(Antara Baruah) and Alanna Dale (Richa Marathe),
that touched the hearts of

those among the audience.
“We loved it. It wasn’t a
‘gay love story’ but just a love
story,” commented Annalise Crenshaw, an attendee
of the play who is in a lesbian relationship herself. “At
the same time, it didn’t shy
away from discussing how it
was harder for gay couples.”
After going through all
of the ups and downs of
love with her wife, Crenshaw knows how it feels to
be looked over by some and
stresses how much of an effect the play had on her.
“In every milestone my
wife and I had…there were
many people in our life
who did not see our milestones [to be] as important
as it would be for a straight
couple,” she described. “So
seeing a normal goofy, awkward love story for a gay couple [was] a big deal for us!”

By adding onto people’s
knowledge of the LGBTQ+
community, it will no longer
be seen as something strange
and unfamiliar. It won’t be
seen as a “unique quirk” of
someone, but rather as a
part of who that person is.
“I think it’ll help our school
and make people feel more
comfortable about LGBTrelated topics because sometimes a part of the LGBT
community is shunned,”
explained Laxa. “I feel like
this will [overcome] that.”
Another benefit of inclusion
is that parents, specifically,
in the audience of the play
will be more understanding
of what their child identifies as and more comfortable
with discussing said topics.
“Parents who watch the play
will definitely be opened up
to more possibilities. I know
some of my friends have

more conservative parents
and they’re afraid to tell
their parents how they feel
about themselves,” shared
Jain. “I feel like if parents
see this, they’ll [realize],‘It’s
okay. It’s not a bad thing.’”
Regarding future plays,
it is not yet known what the
stories will be about and
what the characters will be
like—the important thing
is that inclusive plays encourage the audience to
accept all sexualities and
identities. Speaking for the
LGBTQ+ community as a
whole on the subject of LGBTQ-representative plays,
AJ Laxa cheerfully advised:
“If
the
opportunity
comes, I feel like that’s
a good thing to take.”
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HEADLINES
LeAnn Liu
Web Editor

National
Relentless Suffering in
California
November has been extremely difficult for California. The air was thick
with smoke from fires,
which were ravaging in
both northern and southern California. In Northern
California, the Camp Fire
has claimed the lives of at
least 85 people, many of
whom were burned while
trying to escape the flames.
There is now nothing where
Paradise once stood, and
at least 250 people remain
missing. The Camp Fire
now ranks as the deadliest
fire in California since 1933.
The Hill and Woolsey
fires in Southern California burned through the
normally safe and beautiful
celebrity homes in Malibu

and Thousand Oaks, a town
that had suffered a shooting less than a week before.
Despite the looming threat
of the wildfire, the residents
of Thousand Oaks held a
memorial service honoring
the victims of the shooting at the Borderline Grill
and Bar. The shooter was a
former marine with a history of mental health issues.
He killed 12 people before
fatally wounding himself.
“All Jews Must Die” Declared
Pittsburgh Shooter
In Pittsburgh, a man
opened fire on worshippers
at the Tree of Life Synagogue, killing 11. The shooter had made anti-Semitic
declarations on social media beforehand. Although
anti-Semitism has taken the

spotlight in Europe, this was
not reflected in the United
States until this shooting.
Europeans express disappointment that the U.S. is
no longer the safe haven that
they once thought it was.
The Affirmative Action Case
Goes to the Supreme Court
The case against affirmative
action at Harvard is going to
the Supreme Court in February. The case originated from
claims that Asian Americans
are held to a higher standard than other groups in
the name of racial diversity
and that legacies receive an
unfair advantage over other
students. Its results could
affect the policies of other
private universities as well.

Culture
Marvel Fans Mourn the
Death of Stan Lee
The comic giant Stanley Martin Lieber, better known as Stan Lee,
passed away on Monday
at age 95. He was praised
for the characterizations
of his superheroes, including Spider-Man and
Iron Man, as relatable to
the average human being
despite their superhuman
capabilities. Lee himself
was known for his ability
to transform himself into
a larger-than-life figure.
However, this also led to
criticisms of his refusal
to share credit with collaborators such as Jack
Kirby and Steve Ditko.

Science
Mapping the Animal, Plant,
and Fungal Kingdom
The Earth BioGenome Project launched on November
1 on a mission to sequence
the DNA of every animal,
plant, and fungus on the
planet. It is expected to cost
around $5 billion and take
10 years. As biodiversity
rapidly decreases, the project becomes more and more
urgent. Once completed, it
could become an invaluable resource for scientists.
Two NASA Spacecrafts Finally Slumber

Two NASA spacecrafts died
on Halloween week: Kepler
and Dawn. Kepler was the
first to go after confirming
more than 2500 exoplanets
within its 94 million mile
journey. With Kepler, astronomers learned that up
to half of the stars we see
in our night sky could have
planets capable of sustaining life. Dawn followed suit
days after. It had orbited two
of the largest objects in the
asteroid belt, discovering
the iron core in one and organic materials on the other.

Business
Barnes & Noble Tumbles
Down the Road Toward
Closure
The upcoming holiday
season is crucial for Barnes
& Noble, whose sales have
been declining in the past
six years. If it fails to show
growth or sell itself to an investor, the bookseller could
join Toys R Us and Sears as
another company that died
in the rise of online retail.

ployees from the 40 offices
around the world walked
off the job in protest of the
multi-million dollar exit
packages for male executives that were accused of
sexual misconduct. For example, Andy Rubin, “the father of Android,” was given
$90 million upon leave.
This protest became a part
of the recent movements in
tech companies. Other protests have been aimed at the
Unrest at Google
wage gap and the censored
Thousands of Google em- search engine in China.
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How to Discuss Politics Productively, student edition
1. “Respect others' opinions.” -Danton Chiu (10)
2. “Remove the person from the politics. Someone’s political beliefs
don’t define them.” -Emily Strout (9)
3. “Think about where they are coming from.” -Carl Fulton (12)
4. “Don't fall to … personal insults or generalizations out when your
ideas are challenged.” -Savi Chishi (9)
5. “Be open and validate what others are saying. Don’t go in biased,
because if you aren’t willing to listen to the other party it is unlikely
they will want to listen to you.” -Emily Strout (9)
6. “Argue as close to their terms as possible. If they are a Utilitarian
and you're a Kantian, and you can make an argument from a Utilitarian perspective, do so.” -Jacob Beddingfield
7. “Think before you speak.” -Daniel Valenzuela (10)
8. “Remember, “in politics, there isn’t usually a right answer, only layers of morals and ethics.” -Emily Strout (9)
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The Question of Credibility
Investigating the accuracy of national news sources that the AHS community relies on
Annie Liu
Staff Writer
From the phone in the palm
of your hand to the billboard
alongside the freeway you’re
driving on, information can
be found everywhere these
days. In the midst of such
a wide variety of sources,
how do we know which
sources to use and trust?
Students, parents, and staff
at American High School
have relied on many different news sources to stay updated about current events.
A survey aimed at determining the most popular
news sources among the
AHS community found that
CNN takes the lead, with
a total of 55.6% of respondents indicating that they
use CNN to stay informed.
This brings up the natural
question: how factual and
accurate is CNN’s reporting?
“Inevitably, CNN, like
most news outlets, is biased because it is a corporation that seeks to get high

ratings and be profitable,”
said Jeffrey Liu (11), who
actively stays updated on
the news. “The headlines
that make it to the viewer
will be the most shocking
and attention-grabbing, so
it's easy to miss the actual
state of events.” In addition,
he adds, “CNN also tends
to have a normalcy bias, in
which they try to rationalize the current hyperpartisan political atmosphere.
This, in effect, makes true
outliers seem normal, which
sets a dangerous precedent.”
What may seem surprising is that the most popular
news source after CNN is
not a commercial news outlet. Instead, it is social media,
with 46.6% of respondents
saying that they rely on social media as one of their
methods of receiving news.
“Social media is one of my
preferred methods of getting
news because information
on the net is spread more
quickly than on other tradi-

tional forms of news, [such
as] T.V., radio, and newspapers,” said Ivan Ko (10). Specifically, he uses memes as
one way to understand current news. “One meme that
gave me some of the news
was a deep-fried Donald
Trump Twitter meme. It was
captioned ‘Be afraid North
Korea! This is what you're
messing with,’ referring to a
picture of a wall of Minecraft
TNT. This meme informed
me of how hostile the current America vs. North Korea situation was [and] that
our foreign policy wasn't
doing too well in the east.”
Social media, especially
memes, may seem like an
unconventional
method
of receiving news, and it is
understandable that some
may have doubts about the
legitimacy of information
presented on these platforms. However, Ko objects.
“I think that memes do
provide a certain level of
credibility in delivering

the news. As most good
memes nowadays are structured to provide jokes that
reference current events,
they have to be accurate,”
Ko explained. “Otherwise,
the comedic value in the
meme would decrease.”
In contrast, Liu offers a
more skeptical perspective of the news present-

ed by media in general.
“I do think it is easy to
let your guard down and
inadvertently let news outlets color your view,” he
explained. “Knowing this,
I try to get the most accurate information by looking at a variety of sources
and the cold, hard numbers
when they're available.”

CNN and social media are the two most popular sources
from which the AHS community receives its news, but these
sources may contain bias and inaccuracy. “The media are
supposed to be reputable sources with significant authority...however, it’s crucial to think critically about news
coverage because there will always be some sort of bias,
intentional or not,” said Liu.

How NOT to Discuss Politics, Era Edition
1. Talk over the other person and shout at them instead
of letting them continue.
2. Ignore the rationality of their arguments and accuse
them of being stupid.
3. Present fake facts when making your point.
4. Insult their face, their family, their intelligence, or their
morals..
5. Use heated or connotative words.
6. Lose your temper. A lot.
7. Focus on “winning,” not coming to an agreement.
8. Start the conversation with preconceived notions
about them and their beliefs.
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Behind the Screens of AHS
Exploring the fast-growing AHS-themed Facebook pages

Annie Liu
Staff Writer
Many students use
Facebook to stay updated
on activity within their
friend groups, but the recent emergence of several
fast-growing AHS-themed
Facebook pages has created a heightened sense of
unity among the AHS community as a whole. Among
these are the American
High School Confession

Page, the AHS Admiration
Wall, and a page specializing in memes relating to
American High School that
goes by the name of “AHS
Memes For Angsty Teens.”
These pages have attracted the attention of students
all over the school, with the
largest one, the American
High School Confession
Page, consisting of over 650
followers. The page accepts
anonymous
confessions
through a Google Form and
posts
those
confessions
to their
feed.
F o r
m a n y,
t h e
confessions
page

The American High School Confession Page, one of the major
AHS-themed Facebook pages, is a very common online destination for AHS students. "[People] use that confession page to
anonymously say anything that they want to get off their chest
without other people getting on their backs," said Valenzuela.
"Because they’re anonymous, that means more people are willing
to help without knowing who they are."

is a place for giving and
receiving guidance from
their fellow students as well
as simply a place to vent.
“I wanted to give everyone a space where people
can release some things
they’ve bottled up inside
of them,” explained Martin Agsaulio, who created
the page as a senior during
the previous school year.
“[It was] just to let anyone share their thoughts
anonymously without being
judged...I see this page as
a way to help other people,
and it’s one of the reasons
why I continue to run it even
though I already graduated.”
The confessions page
was started in April 2018
and has grown rapidly since
then—over 8,000 confessions have been posted since
its launch. These confessions
have covered a wide range of
topics, including stress over
schoolwork, requests for
dating advice, lighthearted
jokes, and more serious calls
for help from students who
are experiencing a rough
time emotionally. No mat-

ter the topic of a confession,
there are always students
who are willing to help the
anonymous
submitters.
“It’s important to me that
I help people because there’s
a lot of people out there who
don’t have help,” explained
Daniel Valenzuela (10), who
comments frequently on
confessions to provide advice. “I saw that there were
a lot of people struggling,
and I realized...that I connected with those people. I
felt like they didn’t get the
help that I didn’t get—that
I should have had—and
I want to be that help for
them, so I try my best to give
the best advice for them.”
Similar to how the confessions page serves to encourage and help AHS students,
the AHS Admiration Wall is
another popular Facebook
page that encourages students to spread positivity
by sending in anonymous
compliments about anyone
at American. These anonymous submissions are then
posted on the Admiration
Wall. The AHS Admiration

Wall has already received
over 150 compliment submissions since it was created
in the beginning of October,
reflecting how significant the
page is to students at AHS.
“I think [the Admiration
Wall] is important because
high school is a time where
there can be a lot of negativity, and this page kind
of shows the good things
about high school,” said Janine Wang (11), who follows the page on Facebook.
“It kind of reflects the good
side of our school. By complimenting people or pointing out good aspects, we
create a community of love.”
While the Admiration
Wall unites students by creating an atmosphere of positivity and love, the “AHS
Memes For Angsty Teens”
page brings students together through providing
a common ground for inside jokes that many AHS
students can relate to. This
see “Behind the Screens of
AHS” 11

Homework? Check. Curse words? Check.
For an average student at American High School, cursing is just another way of approaching school life and the emotions that accompany it.
Michelle Lee
Staff Writer
They can be seen and
heard everywhere around
the
campus.
They’re
in classrooms, in hallways, in the cafeteria, on
your phones, and even
among your classmates.
They aren’t people or objects—they’re curse words.
At schools, curse words
can be commonly found in
the vocabulary of a typical student, and American
High is no different. However, curse words don’t
just appear in someone’s
mind one day. Even cursing has an origin story.
“[I started in] third grade,
maybe. I wasn’t swearing
like a sailor like I was last

year,” recounted a student
who prefers to remain anonymous. “It just happened.
It wasn’t that bad, and then
I just got worse. And then
middle school happened.”
From this introduction to
curse words, students usually start to pick it up and
carry it throughout their
school years. The grade in
which the students are exposed to cursing may vary,
but elementary school and
middle school are the usual
birthplaces of such habits.
“Most people have talked
about their friends cursing in elementary. I feel like
nobody in my elementary
school cursed,” said Kezia
Skariah (12). “Brookvale
was a super small elementary. [In middle school],

I was like ‘Whoa, people
can say the f-word and not
get in trouble? What?’”
In most cases, cursing
is not used just for the sake
of cursing. Students usually have a reason behind
it, though it may not always be explicitly stated.
“It’s like a stress-reliever,”
described the student who
wished to stay anonymous.
“It also tells people that I’m
really pissed or just tired.”
Despite curse words being
a regular presence at American High, not all students
use them. They may not feel
comfortable using them, they
might have been brought up
in a relatively curse-free atmosphere, or they just think
that it’s not a proper way to
express how they are feeling.

“I was one of those really
big goody two shoes kids. I
wouldn’t even say stuff like
‘stupid’ or ‘shut up’ because
those were bad words to me,”
mentioned Skariah. “Even
though my boundaries are
[now] looser, they’re still
tighter than everyone else’s
because I had tighter boundaries when I was younger.”
Sometimes one might
use an alternate “clean”
version of a curse word
in order to get around the
negative and possibly offensive definition while also
communicating the emotion he or she is feeling.
“You have those replacement curse words. Instead of
the f-word, you say “frick”
or something,” explained
Skariah. “It isn’t [better],

but it makes me feel better
about myself because I was
taught that the f-word was
a bad word but I was never
taught that “frick” was a
bad word. I know that it’s
still the same thing, but I
don’t feel as guilty saying it.”
Whether a student curses
or not, he or she is sure to
experience different teachers at school with different
thoughts on cursing. Some
teachers may instill a filter over the words in their
classes while others may be
okay with them being used.
“For me, the most important thing is that we get the
work done. I want people
to feel that they can express
themselves. With English,
see “Homework? Check.
Curse words? Check.” 12
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The Sudden Spike of Asian-American Representation in Hollywood
AHS students and teachers share their thoughts on the milestone hits Crazy Rich Asians and To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before
Ashna Sharma
Staff Writer
Bellows of laughter fill the air
of the movie theater, as moviegoers munch on popcorn with
their eyes attentively engrossed
in the large silver screen. The
Hollywood industry is booming, boasting copious numbers of movies each year, but
mostly with Caucasian actors
and actresses. A University of
Southern California study on
film and television reported
that Asian-Americans are trailing behind Blacks and Latinos,
making them the number-one
most underrepresented minority. Yet every day, thousands
of Asian-American students
and professionals contribute
to the fields of science, media,
and politics, so this raises the
question: why aren’t they fairly
represented in Hollywood?
In light of the humorous romcom Crazy Rich Asians and the
lively, sweet coming-of-age teen
romance Netflix film To All the
Boys I’ve Loved Before, teenagers and the American public
have been spending weekends
going to the movie theaters and
staying at home for chill movie
nights, binge-watching anoth-

er Netflix success. Movies with
an Asian lead are finally gracing the screens of Hollywood,
and the American public is exhilarated. Crazy Rich Asians,
which is about an American
professor who travels to meet
her boyfriend’s elitist family
in Singapore, received an impressive high score of 92% on
Rotten Tomatoes and topped
$35 million in just its first five
days at theaters. The two movies were released relatively near
to one another, and it was refreshing to see them directed to
two pretty distinct age groups.
In addition to enjoying the
movies with laughter, sour
candy, and side conversations among groups of friends,
AHS students also felt a longlasting emotional impact by
the films. Wenchi Lai (10),
who is Taiwanese-American,
stated, “They showed positive
aspects of Asian-Americans;
they didn’t show the negative
side of bullying, teasing, and
stereotypes.” For instance, the
bonding of half-Korean sisters
Lara Jean, Margot, and Kitty
in To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before demonstrated a loving, tight-knit sibling relation-

ship, in which the sisters gave
advice and supported one another in the midst of the chaos of navigating high school
relationships. Lai continued
that Crazy Rich Asians on the
other hand was “actually pretty relatable and super funny.”
Although many students
instantly feel that these movies are shattering Hollywood’s
glass ceiling, there is also another side to it that makes the
release of the movie seem almost bittersweet: that Crazy
Rich Asians could in fact be
perpetuating stereotypes of
Asian-Americans. Although
the movie was very entertaining, there is a “tragedy,

this sense of caring so much
about titles, all the badges of
accomplishment, a showing
off mentality. This removes
the humanity of the person,”
stated Ms. Do, the librarian at
AHS. Moreover, this culture
results in a semi-positive, yet
cliched stereotype that Asians
in particular are seen as privileged and aggressive for jobs,
as mentioned by an article by
television critic Tony Wong.
While this label may initially
seem harmless, movies play a
huge role in popular culture
and in transforming people’s
current viewpoints and ideas.
Sure, Hollywood has made a
giant leap in characterizing

The three sisters from the movie To All the Boys I’ve
Loved Before

Asians with more meaningful, less-limited roles, but categorizing a group making up
60% of the world’s population
as “filthy rich” is not enough.
Unfortunately, raciallycharged stereotyping is prevalent in our school culture. Although it is difficult to discern
and admit their lurking presence in the open-minded, accepting climate of our Bay Area,
they do exist and detrimentally
narrow students’ conceptions
of one another. Lai laughed,
“They [Asian-American students] are all smart, they go to
honors classes, they eat rice.”
Prior to the release of these two
hits, Asian-Americans have
been put into typecast, repetitive side-roles, like the nerd,
the quiet, socially awkward
one, or “the friend, the agent
of the star,” Ms. Liu mentioned.
AHS students also concur that Asian-Americans
are sometimes discriminated
when they are on T.V. “The
Hawaii Five-O Cast was not
getting paid enough, so they
see “The Sudden Spike of
Asian-American Representation in Hollywood” 11

Saved By the Bell, ctd.
will try to stop messing
around so much; hopefully it’ll stop sometime.”
He adds, “Detention messes up my day.”
Students are not the
only ones who question
the effectiveness of detentions as a disciplinary
method. Mr. Reibenschuh
agrees that the purpose is
often lost on students, but
emphasizes that there isn’t
always a better alternative.
“I don’t think detention or suspension is the
ideal method of keeping
order. Especially not for
cutting class--they’re being rewarded by losing
more class time. But at the
same time, this is what we
have. Gone are the days
of the strap and cane...not
that we’d want to use those

anyhow,” he said. “All we
can do is follow through
with the consequences
and hope for the best.”
In one arena, this strategy
of consistent consequences has payed off: tardies.
“The same few students, I’ve noticed, don’t
keep getting detentions
for tardies anymore. They
wise up. But there are
always lots of new students getting tardies each
day,” explains one administrator, who wished
to remain anonymous.
More than half of the
students at Theater 50
detention on a given day
are there for tardiness.
“Tardiness is a whole
‘nother beast,” says Mr.
Reibenschuh. “It’s true
that there are very few

people who consistently
get detentions for tardy,
but the fact is that there
are many, many different students who are
tardy on any given day.”
Reasons for this vary.
“It’s hard to wake up
on time,” says one senior
(12). “Even on Late Start
Mondays, I’m always
tired or oversleeping.”
Not being a morning
person, however, is far
from the only reason students cite for their lateness.
“My stepmom works really far away and leaves really early, then she comes
back at 8AM to get me to
school,” says one sophomore student, “and she has
a lot of traffic on the bridge,
or she can’t leave work
soon, so I get late a lot.”

While administrators sympathize with the
family
circumstances
that cause lateness, they
must uphold the natural consequences equally.
“In an ideal world,”
says Mr. Reibenschuh, “we
could work with the parents, we could work with
AC Transit [to add more
buses to the American
High route] and everyone
would be off to school and
work on time. But this is
not an ideal situation. We
have parents who leave for
work extremely early, and
the kid needs to take care
of herself every morning. When we give a detention, it may seem like
we have no idea what’s
going on, but we get it.”
Many people involved

in the discipline system
at AHS--from administrators to students--seem
to regard detention with
equal
parts
detachment and hopelessness.
“My parents know I’ve
had detentions, but they
don’t know about each one.
They think I’m at work, or
just out. I don’t drive, so
I’m not sure why they believe me,” says one student.
He is not the first or
the last person at Theater
50 that day to express the
inevitability of his return.
“I’ll be back here for sure,”
he says. He leans back
in his chair and spits his
gum directly up. It lands
on his neck. He laughs.
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FEATURES
A Star That Never Dies
Quency Alipate holds not just a basketball in his hands, but the key to his dreams
Trinity Advincula- De Los
Angeles
Design Editor
Inside the universe made
up of many hearts of all the
people in countless galaxies, each lies a star—a dream
that shines with their hopes
and passions. Some wish to
be doctors, others wish to be
artists, and so on, but in the
hearts of ardent basketball
lovers there is one reoccurring hope that shines: to be
in the NBA. Here at American, there is a story of a boy
who shares this similar star.
This student, to whom an
ordinary ball means everything, is Quency Alipate, a
sophomore here at American. His passion for basketball goes beyond just the
game. For him, it is an escape,
and this very ball is a star
that his life revolves around.
“I want to go to the
NBA,”
Alipate
said.

“That’s my main dream.”
The rush of playing and
practicing serves a retreat
from the outside world
and his rough childhood.
“It was a get-away for me
from all the things I was going
through growing up,” Alipate
added. “It was like an escape.”
Quency did not have much
as a little kid because his
family struggles financially.
He didn’t have things like a
phone, and sometimes even
food. But when his mother
first got him a basketball, little
did he know that it would soon
become everything to him.
“She bought me a basketball, and had found this hoop,
and then she just showed
me how to shoot the ball,”
Alipate said. “From there, I
just started to teach myself.”
He would spend most of his
time with the new gift, playing out in the front yard with
a 3-foot beginner’s hoop. That

worn-out hoop grew taller and
taller as Quency did, reaching
its maximum 6-foot reach.
“I would just go outside everyday and go shoot
around and go back inside
when I was done,” he said.
Quency found himself becoming more and more invested and attached to basketball
as he grew up. It was the one
thing he could actually hold
onto from his busy life, where
he barely gets 5 hours of sleep
because of school and training, and the ceaseless motion
from one house to another.
“I’m bouncing around.
I don’t really have a place
I can call home,” Quency said. “I’m always at a
friend’s house or something.”
Soon after settling into
one place, he had to move to
another due to his financial
situation, forcing him to say
goodbye to any new friends.
He and his family moved all

around the Bay Area, trying
to find a sense of permanence.
“I never really had time
to make friends, and if I did
I would always end up losing them,” Quency said.
“It just kind of got to that
point where I just went to
school and came home.”
Back home, Quency did
not have it easy either. It was
not just moving from place
to place that made his childhood rough, but also the
disappearance of his father,
and occasionally, even his
mother. This break contributed greatly to the weakened
financial
support.
“My dad was always
gone, [he went] out drinking, getting in trouble. He
was never around,” he said.
“My mom sometimes had
her moments too, and she
would leave. I would be
home alone for days [and]
I’m a little kid at this point, I

don’t know what’s going on.”
Quency’s family would
always come back to a
certain house in “the
slums” of East Palo Alto.
“No matter where and
when we moved, we always
went back to East Palo Alto,
because our family house is
there,” he said. “That house
is like my home. It’s not the
best area, but it’s a house I
can actually call a home.”
It was the biggest house
on the block with two stories, four bedrooms, and a
little porch. There, his cousins, uncles, grandma, great
aunties and aunties lived
together. Though it was the
closest thing he had to home,
and everyone he loved was
there, that did not mean that
he felt safe. Living in East
Palo Alto made living in his

see “A Star That Never Dies”
12

Living an Uncommon Dream
A young girl unexpectedly finds her dream job and continues to pursue it

Michelle Fong
Staff Writer
Most people at the age
of 16 have not yet decided
what career path they want
to pursue for their future.
However, junior Varsha
Penumatsa has already taken steps to chase after her
dream of becoming a pilot.
Prior to attending an air
show, Penumatsa had never
considered doing anything
related to flight, let alone becoming a pilot. Joining the
Civil Air Control was a last
minute decision which later
sparked her interest in flying.
“I actually did not consider joining the Air Force
at all until I joined Civil
Air Patrol,” said Penumatsa.
Initially, Penumatsa was
hesitant about joining the
Civil Air Patrol, but the environment of military discipline and the presence of

eagleera.org

her fellow cadets motivated
her to stay in the program.
Within the program, there
are numerous camps which
are dedicated to personal
growth and leadership skills.
Of those camps, Penumatsa
participated in a camp called
“Encampment,” which is
similar to bootcamp in the
military environment. She
also wished to attend flying camps, but those camps
are out of state and interfere with her academics.
“Although it can interfere
with academics,” Penumatsa
began,“it helps me a lot when
it comes to disciplinary ideas
such as time management
and enhances my knowledge [on] various topics.”
Her parents are supportive of her career choice, they
also feel that academics
should always be first priority no matter how passionate

she is. Penumatsa still wishes to attend Civil Air Patrol,
but her parents stated “It is
a voluntary program, and
school is needed to fulfill
her future career dreams.”
In the future, Penumatsa is interested in the Air
Force; however, she would
rather join the Reserve. She
reasoned, “I want to help
people everywhere, but not
as a full occupation” because she wants to become
a pilot for either a commercial airline or work in
law enforcement later on.
Without her parents’ constant push for her to take
part in something out of her
comfort zone, Penumatsa
would have never considered something like Civil
Air Patrol or anything related to flight. Now, she is
disciplined and puts in a lot
of effort to pursue her goal.

Varsha Penumatsa poses in a plane named “Black Hawk”
from the army. Though she did not actually get the opportunity to fly in it, she commented,“I loved the opportunity to
experience being in a real plane which was used in part of
history.”
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CAMPUS LIFE
this American High School Life

Across
1. This Ain’t It
5. AHS Memes for ___ Teens
8. One teacher whose room was broken into
9. APUSH school supply
10. Southern California wildfire name
12. Curly, glove full of ___
13. Criminal Gellert
Down
1. Tommy of No ____
2. Paperwork, tax returns, scholarships!
3. Last name of new FUSD board member
4. Memorialized by AHS rose garden
6. Salmonella vegetable
7. 52-minute period
11. Marvel’s real-life superhero

The Sudden Spike of Asian-American Representation
in Hollywood, ctd.
left,” Zeki Xu (12) explained.
Actor Daniel Dae Kim, who
luckily played a well developed character of detective
Chin Ho, won’t be present for
season 8 of this NBS hit T.V.
show and made a Facebook
post publicly describing his
reasons for leaving; he made
10-15% less money than
his Caucasian counterparts.
However, with the influx
of Asian-Americans starring
in Hollywood movies, students may feel influenced and
inspired to pursue careers in
those fields. Seeing successful role models who look like
them and share similar up-

bringings, such as Davis-native, Indian-American comedian and political commentator
Hasan Minhaj, could be beneficial to Asian-American students interested in media, communications, or entertainment.
Asian parents are however
not always enthusiastic towards
non-STEM related careers.
Devin Priscilla Hill (12), who
is half-Filipino and involved in
AHSPA, said, “I’ve definitely
had to think about acting as
a career. My parents are both
nurses and are pushing me to
be a Psychology major. But as
much as I want to suppress it,
I know acting is my passion.”

Hollywood has certainly
gone a long way in combating and embracing diversity.
Ms. Liu remarked, “When I
was growing up, they were all
blonde. Hollywood was trying
to get brunettes into the door,
let alone Asians.” However,
there is still an abundance of
work to be done to accurately
portray Asian-Americans as
people who are not tirelessly
judged solely on the basis of
their accomplishments, but
instead clearly recognized as
independent individuals —
each with unique sets of aspirations, talents, and outlooks.

Behind the Screens of AHS, ctd.
extremely popular page
posts memes that consist
of jokes regarding AHS
classes, curriculum, and
school culture in general.
“The meme page has
grown so fast because it
gives us [AHS students] a
sense of an inside joke that
only we would get,” said
Melissa Shao (11), who follows the page on Facebook.
“I appreciate the page for
giving me some laughs...
and [the memes] are also
an assurance that other
people thought the same
way as me about whatever

a meme was referencing.”
In the midst of the rapid
growth of all of these Facebook pages, it is evident
that they have made their
way into becoming a part of
American High’s school culture. Students all over campus are aware of these pages
and look to them as a place
to express their feelings, lift
each other up, and find common topics to bond over.
“Overall, American
is like a community,” explained Richard Ton (12).
“We’re all technically family, and we should all understand
each
other.”

May 2018 / Eagle Era / Page 12

Homework? Check. Curse words? Check. ctd.
often times, there’s a lot of
energy, enthusiasm, and
emotion that a text can bring
out and that students can
bring to the text,” said Mr.
DeMartini, who is an English teacher. “While there
are certainly some restrictions [with cursing], I tend
to be more lax than most in
order to facilitate that sort
of energy and authenticity.”
Just because he is less
strict, however, does not
mean that it is a free-for-all.
There’s a difference between
tolerance and regulation.
“If someone is cursing out
a fellow student, then that’s
an issue because there’s malicious intent behind it. It’s
a word used to create injury

to someone else. If it’s just
something off the automatic
speech pattern, I’m not too
worried about that,” elucidated Mr. DeMartini. “Even
if the intent is innocuous,
if I can tell someone’s bothered by it…I do want to nip
that in the bud so that people aren’t being offended.”
On one side of the spectrum, teachers are aware
of cursing being a way to
communicate one’s emotions and loosen their reins
on the use of curse words.
On the other side, the teachers who possess this same
awareness tighten their hold.
“I certainly can’t speak for
[other teachers], but I would
imagine the thought process

is that you want to facilitate
a professional environment,
and generally speaking,
cursing is frowned upon professionally,” said Mr. DeMartini. “We’re at work. The job
of your high school years is
to get an education. [You]
need to treat it like a workplace with those standards
of decorum and formality.”
Whether people like it or
dislike it, cursing is not necessarily immoral behavior.
All students have their own
preferences for vocalizing
their inner thoughts, with
none of these preferences
being the only “right” one.
At the end of the day, it is
used by some and hated by
others, but is just another

At AHS,
students
usually carry
out conversations with
their friends
dictated by
curse words,
whether it
is in class,
during lunch,
or after
school. “We,
in America,
have a very
crass culture.
We aren’t
very formal
with our
language in
general, and it can be challenging to make that code switch
from the way you speak at the rotunda to [the way you speak
in] the classroom,” said Mr. DeMartini.
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own home dangerous—he always had to watch his back.
“It was bad and really dangerous, you know,
like being scared to walk
down the street [because]
you’ll get shot or something,” Quency said. “That
stuff...it gets into your head.”
It was all Quency was used to.
“I’ve always grown up in
East Palo Alto, but then I
would move around and I
would be in other dangerous and run-down slums,”
Alipate said. “I never really
got to a safe place. We didn’t
have any money so we were
always in the run-down part.”

People always came into
Quency’s life expecting to
get him into trouble with
drugs and crime, or involve
him in gang activity. Though
he was just a young child, he
never succumbed to them,
and this was mostly thanks
to his mom and his grandma.
“[Certain people] tried
to persuade me to do certain things. [But] I just
knew right from wrong.”
Quency was now forced
to grow up faster and this is
where his discovery of a safe
home in basketball comes in.
“I’ve seen a lot of things.
I think that’s what got me

wanting to be so independent,” he added. “Now, I don’t
want anybody to help me at
all, and I feel like I can do it
myself, and that’s when basketball came in, and that’s
when it started to help me
out. Now, that’s my dream.”
As if it was a shining star
in the darkness of night, basketball took him to another
place where he does not have
to worry about anything else
except him and his game.
“It was something I could use
to get my mind off of everything,” Quency said. “I didn’t
have to focus on anything
else besides shooting and getting
better.”
His dream
of getting into
the NBA is
not just for
the glory, but
also the hope
of getting a life
for both him
and his family that is better than what
they had to go
through and
what they go
through now.
He hopes that

it will bring his family joy,
and make them proud.
“My family [and I] were
very poor, so I think being
able to know that somebody
made it, that somebody was
successful, and they can say
“they made their dreams come
true”...I think they would
be happy for me,” Quency
said. “It would mean a lot to
me to know that I can help
them, especially financially.”
Quency entered a slump
in the summer of eighth
grade where his passion and
heart for basketball declined.
During this time, Quency
had a conversation with his
cousin that stuck with him.
“We were on the phone
for a good 7 or 8 to 9 hours,”
Alipate said. “Once I started
seeing how reality was and
started noticing everything
all at once, [it was] a reality check. That’s when I just
became mentally sick of everything. I was just done.”
Something
saved
him.
Something came through.
“I was so done with everything that I was just willing
to give everything up,” Quency said. “And then I started
hearing different stories of

basketball players, and [I realized] that no matter what
you go through you have
to keep your head up, and
you have to keep pushing.”
Seeing those basketball
players
rekindled
that fire once again, and
he those words to heart.
Quency kept his head up.
“I just applied that to my
life everyday in basketball,”
Quency added. “It took me
three weeks to get back on
track, but after that I was good.
My game got a lot better, and
I just started focusing more.”
It took him a lot to get
back up and find the light of
that star that shined in his
dream again, but Quency
persisted, and he came out of
that depression with a newfound determination. Now
that basketball, that star, is
every ounce of his being, all
of his efforts to shoot it so
high that it will finally hit the
goal and make his dreams
a reality. It is a star that will
keep going until the end.
“My wish would be just to
make my dreams come true,”
Quency said. “Everything I
fight for, everything I work
for...just to get there one day.”

